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<Summary>
Overview of Techniques and Fiber Analysis of Materials Used in Letters and Other Paper

Documents Conserved at the Chiran Peace Museum

Fiber composition examination of 20 paper mementos preserved at the Chiran Peace Museum
was carried out. Results showed an abundance of chemically treated conifer pulp, and smaller
quantities of fiber thought to be mixtures of conifer machine pulp and rice straw or just rice
straw. Although only a limited number of samples were examined at this time, results suggest
that chemically treated conifer pulp was the main material used at that time and that gramineous
plants, including rice straw, were used as supplementary raw materials. Prior to the introduction
of papermaking technology from Europe and America during the Meiji era, paper was made in the
traditional way in Japan using fibers from the inner bark of the gampi tree, the mitsumata shrub
(Edgeworthia chrysantha) , or the paper mulberry (kozo) bush. Visually, it looked like traditional
Japanese paper, but only few of the raw materials used in traditional Japanese papermaking were
used. In addition, military materials were mad from Manila hemp (Musa texilis), which was thought
to be mixed according to the intended use, and bagassu fibers, which were used at that time of

wartime shortage.
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