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<Summary>
Introducing Primary Source Documents: “Former Chiran Town Agricultural Committee

documents regarding the post-war repurposing of former military sites”

The former Chiran Town Agricultural Committee documents from the Showa 20's(1940's) have
been considered historical primary source documents at Museum Chiran since the year Heisei 29
(2017).

Among those documents are four booklets titled as follows: Concerning the Distribution of
Airfields; Concerning the Former 227" Unit Airfield Site; Sale Plans of the Former 227" Unit Site
in the Chiran District; and Sales Invoice of the 227" Unit Former Airfield Site. These documents
all relate to post-war reconstruction, and also include what are thought to be surveys of the Chiran
Airfield. Though the contents of the documents are fragmentary, they are concerned with the
return of the Chiran Airfield to its former usage, land allocation, and payment to local residents.

In the booklet, Concerning the Distribution of Airfields, there is what is thought to be a petition
submitted to Kagoshima Prefecture, which seems to have been submitted because very little
progress had been made concerning what to do with the Chiran Airfield, by the incumbent mayor
of Chiran.

In his petition, the mayor requested expedient cooperation from Kagoshima Prefecture so that the
site could be sold off to the local residents and returned back to usable farming land.

These documents provide an insight into the situation the Chiran town was in at the time, and the
strong desire of the local residents towards post-war reconstruction and food production.

The documents presented here are fragmentary, but nevertheless provide specific and detailed
post-war records of the time, including the process by which the Chiran Airfield was restored
to its original use. They also provide a glimpse of how the local residents began the process of
rebuilding towards a new future.

These documents can therefore be considered valuable historical documents detailing the post-war

history of the region.
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