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<Summary>
Introducing Primary Source Documents: “Military Mail left by Second Lieutenant Hiroyuki

Inose”

In the year of Heisei 23(2011), a collection of Second Lieutenant Hiroyuki Inose’s belongings, who
was from the 100" Shinbutai Regiment, was donated to Chiran Peace Museum. Among these relics
were many items of military mail such as postcards and letters.

When these relics are assembled in chronological order, an almost complete period of time is
documented: from pre-enlistment, to his time as an airman, through to a period just prior to his
final sortie. This collection presents a particularly rare case and we consider it to be a collection
that reveals much about the postal affairs of the time, the role of military mail, the censorship
process, and the correspondents’ states of mind. We believe that with further work much more
can be gleaned from this material.

Inside the wooden box containing these relics, a military postal form was also enclosed. Written on
the form was a list of the items in the box: the name of the regiment that handled them, the date,
and the name of the post office from where they were dispatched. We were thus able to follow the
process by which his bereaved family received his relics.

The box also included three wills addressed to his family. We were able to verify when and where
the wills were written by comparing the contents of each will and carefully examining the text,
the envelopes and the writing paper.

In this paper we have shown that by examining postcards, letters and other postal relics, we were
able to follow the process by which they were handled by the military and finally dispatched to his

family, including those written just prior to the kamikaze pilot’s final sortie.
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