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<Summary>
A comparative study of genuine and copied documents: A study of Senior Pilot Kanji Eda’s

original last will and testament

The Chiran Peace Museum'’s collection includes the Kamikaze Pilots’ own handwritten genuine
documents, and a number of original copies and reproductions.

In this paper we examined a copy of Senior Pilot Kanji Eda’s last will and testament, kept at the
Chiran Peace Museum, especially chosen because the original document’s location is known and its
history is well documented.

Previous research done by Yoko Matsubara indicated that some difference existed between Chiran
Peace Museum’s copy of the will and the original kept at the Toyama-ken Gokoku Shrine.

This paper shows that the copy of Senior Pilot Kanji Eda’s will stored at Chiran Peace Museum
was in fact transcribed by his family from two original sources: his diary and notebook, both stored
at the Toyama-ken Gokoku Shrine.

The content of the copy held at Chiran Peace Museum contains parts extracted from Senior Pilot
Eda’s diary written with a fountain pen three days before his sortie on June 3" Year of Showa
20, and parts extracted from his notebook, written with color pencils on the day of his sortie
(which had been postponed by one day), beginning with the words “The new green leaves are so
beautiful.”

In this paper, I have compared the original documents and our copy, and tabled the differences
and the parts that were not present in our copy.

Chiran Peace Museum needs to be aware that such differences may exist in their documents. At
the same time, when passing on the history of Tokko, not only is it extremely important to store
the original material, but to also to know how the family and former kamikaze pilots dealt with the
material left by the kamikaze pilots who died.

These wills and letters exist because they were kept by family members, or transcribed by
former-kamikaze pilots who devoted themselves to collecting them after the war.

We believe that historical value can be found in these transcribed documents in that they show
how the family members of kamikaze pilots, and postwar former-kamikaze pilots sought solace in
these actions, and that the Chiran Peace Museum has a role in passing on these stories onto future

generations.
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