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<Summary>
Handwritten Memoirs of the Kamikaze Pilots Designated as Cultural Properties of

Minamikyushu city

Minamikyushu City Board of Education designated the “Kamikaze Pilots’ Wills and Letters in
Chiran”, conserved at the Chiran Peace Museum, as Cultural Property in 2015, 70 years after
World War II. At that time I worked for the Cultural Assets Department of the Minamikyushu
City Board of Education and was involved in establishing these documents as Cultural Property.

My work has led me to the conclusion that the personal written records by the Kamikaze pilots,
those written between receiving the last sortie order and before the sortie itself, can be used as
historical records. Using this as a standard, we have selected 18 of them from out of 333, from
which Minamikyushu City had applied for World Memory Heritage. In this paper, I have focused
on certain aspects of the “Handwritten Memoirs of the Kamikaze pilots” and indicated their value
as historical records. Further work will concentrate on refining the standards we use for historical
records, and as long as these documents were written just before the sorties, ascertaining with

greater certainty the location where they were written.
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