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<Summary>
Analysis of the “Tokko Nikki” Kept by the Girl Students Looking After the Kamikaze Pilots

The “Tokko Nikki” were the daily records kept by the female students who spent time with the
Kamikaze pilots during the days they looked after them. Between March 27th and April 18th
for 23 days in 1945, the students from Chiran Girls’ High School were mobilized to the Chiran
Airfield to engage in service work. As they tidied the barracks and did the laundry and sewing
in the triangular barracks, they also interacted with the Kamikaze pilots. One of the girl students,
Shoko Maeda decided to keep a personal record about what she saw and felt during the time she
was there so that the Kamikaze pilots would not be forgotten. In her diary, she not only wrote
about her own actions and feelings, but also faithfully recorded how the Kamikaze pilots behaved
at such a time of their lives, the relationships they formed between each other, and their various
personalities. She even recorded information about the movement of troops and the various
sorties. In this paper, I have included photographs of the original text from the Tokko Diaries, and
interviews with Shoko Nagasaki (maiden name Maeda) the author of this Tokko Diary. Because
of the scarcity of official army documents, the importance of these documents is established, since
it is through the study of these individual records that many details of the Kamikaze strategies

used, and other facts about that time can be understood.
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