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<Summary >

A re-examination of the sortie base of Captain Mitsuharu Goto of the 66th
Shinbutai Unit

There has been some confusion as to whether Captain Mitsuharu Goto and Captain Terutomo
Ito (both posthumous ranks) of the 66th Shinbutai Unit, who died during their kamikaze
missions on May 25, 1945, sortied from the Chiran Air Base or the Bansei Air Base.

The confusion arises because of conflicting information between the “Military History Series”
published by the National Institute for Defense Studies and the “History of the Army Special
Attack Forces”, edited at a later date.

In a booklet compiled after the war by Captain Goto’s younger brother, Yoshio Goto, he
claimed that based on his brother’s diary entries he sortied from the Bansei Air Base.
Conversely, Captain Ito’'s older brother, who wrote in an article he contributed after the
war to “History of the First Generation Special Flight Trainees”, stated that according to his
brother’s final letter, Captain Ito sortied from the Chiran Air Base.

Even though the same unit was dispatched on the same day, contradictory information
gleaned from various sources has led to this confusion.

After re-examining past historical records, I found a report on the battle of the 66" Shinbutai
Unit published on the web by the Japan Center for Asian Historical Records, which confirms
that both Captain Goto and Captain Ito sortied from the Chiran Air Base at 5:30 a.m.
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