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<Summary>

Mapping out features at the Chiran Airfield using U.S. military reconnaissance photos

Since 2007, the Chiran Peace Museum has used aerial photographs of the Chiran Airfield taken in
July 1945 to learn as much as possible about the airfield facilities.

The reason why photographs such as the U.S. military reconnaissance mission were taken had not
yet been

investigated.

However, in the U.S. National Archives data collection project that we have been working on since
2018, we found a report that used reconnaissance photographs of the Chiran Airfield which then
made it possible for us to determine their purpose.

In this paper, we summarize the U.S. military’s reconnaissance mission plans to the Chiran Airfield
and show examples of how the U.S. military used these photographs. Using information gleaned
from this report, the reconnaissance photographs from July 1945, and from

testimonies of war survivors, we were able to map out these features onto the photographs of the
airfield. In addition, we compared photographs of the same location shot at different times and
recorded how much the facilities expanded or how much damage the air raids caused.
Classification of aircraft bunkers and aggregation of the districts and their base numbers were
carried out.

While there is little material recorded by the Japanese military concerning its airfields, the
reconnaissance photographs taken by the U.S. military show how they can be used to verify the

location and use of airfields during the war.
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