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<Summary>

Confirmed surface relics found at the Chiran Airfield site

Brick and concrete fragments were found scattered in one corner of a field at the former Chiran
Airfield site of the Imperial Japanese Army.

These battle relics were donated to the Museum Chiran by the landowner.

In this paper, we identify the location of the field where the relics were found by using aerial
photographs of the airfield taken by the U.S. military in July 1945 and the facilities to which these
relics were associated through the contents of interviews with witnesses who lived during that
period. We also used existing structures and materials such as those found at the Chiran Airfield
site and the concrete pillbox of the nearby Aoto Airfield site (Manohi) to infer the facilities to
which these relics belonged.

Our results show that the surface collected relics are from pillboxes that were blown up after
the war and from construction materials used for drainage channels that are no longer in use,
which were probably then dispersed into the surrounding area by subsequent land cultivation and

general field maintenance.
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