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<Summary>

Exhibit: Bullet holes on the pillars inside the Ehira family residence

The Ehira family residence located in Chiran town, Minami Kyushu City was a distinctive house
in the Chirangata Futatsuya style, a type of separated house connected by a small ridge between
two roofs only seen in Chiran town. The pillars of the house had bullet holes from air raids during
the Pacific War. Since the number of this particular style

of house is diminishing year by year, the homes and the damage inflicted by air raids during the
war such as bullet holes on structural pillars, need to be documented.

A joint investigation of the Ehira family residence was therefore carried out by the Chiran Peace
Museum and the Cultural Properties Division of Minami Kyushu City before the house was
demolished.

Before its demolition, the Ehira Family Residence had been renovated and expanded, but the main
structure itself and its foundations retained remnants from the time of its construction. The pillars
show evidence of spiral scrapes and marks caused by bullet impacts. By measuring the length and
depth of penetration of these marks we were able to determine the trajectory of the bullets. After
the

investigation, only the pillars with bullet marks were removed from the residence and displayed
during a special exhibition at the Chiran Peace Museum titled “This town too, was a battlefield.”
held between October 2020 and January 2021. It is currently being held in storage

at the Chiran Peace Museum.

To prevent primary source materials containing traces of the war slowly disappearing from
view, the purpose of this paper is to highlight historical materials such as the bullet marks on the
pillars of the Ehira family residence damaged by air raids during the war, and have them and
other similar materials become widely recognized and valued so that they may be preserved for

posterity.
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