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<Summary>

Examination of the photograph, “Farewell to kamikaze pilots”

The photograph of the Chiran Junior high school girls waving farewell to the departing kamikaze
pilots was taken on April 12, 1945. In this paper, I examine the significance of waving cherry
blossom branches to departing kamikaze pilots and how this photograph came to be known after
the war.

The branches of cherry blossoms were prepared by female students and arranged in the pilots’
triangular barracks. They were also given to the kamikaze pilots before they went out on sorties.
In the press of the time, only a simple caption accompanied the photograph. Since then,

from around 20-years after the war, the photograph has been widely published and used frequently
by various media. This has led to the photograph becoming readily recognizable and establishing
it as a historical artifact.

According to the testimony from students of Chiran Girls’ Junior High School who were members
of the “ Nadeshiko ” volunteer unit, seeing the kamikaze pilots off was voluntary. Various
interpretations have been proposed to explain why the female students seem to be looking down
and not directly at the pilots of the plane. This point was

probably emphasized during interviews with the Nadeshikokai after the war. From on-site
verification, we estimate that the photograph was taken about 100 meters west of the combat
command post. The female students were lined up on the channel parallel to the runway and
the photographer shooting from a higher vantage point above the channel. The aircraft in the
background of the photograph are thought to be the 43rd Squadron making preflight checks

before their sorties after the 20th Squadron planes.
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